
 
 

NEXSTAR MEDIA INC. PROMOTES MELISSA JONES  
TO VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER OF ITS BROADCASTING AND 

DIGITAL OPERATIONS IN DAYTON, OHIO 
 

Experienced Nexstar Leader Will Oversee WDTN-TV and  
Its Related Website, Mobile Apps, and Social Media Channels    

 
DAYTON, OH and IRVING, TX (July 12, 2022) – Nexstar Media Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Nexstar 
Media Group, Inc. (Nasdaq: NXST), today announced the promotion of Melissa Jones to Vice President 
and General Manager of its broadcasting and digital operations in Dayton, Ohio (DMA #64), including 
WDTN-TV (NBC), wdtn.com, and its related digital and social media channels.  In this new role, she will 
also be responsible for overseeing Nexstar’s relationship with Vaughn Media’s WBDT, Dayton’s CW, under 
two joint operating agreements.  Mrs. Jones assumes the position from Joe Abouzeid, who was named 
Vice President and General Manager of Nexstar’s Buffalo media operations in May.  She will begin her 
duties on July 20, and report to Doug Davis, Senior Vice President and Regional Manager for the 
broadcasting division of Nexstar Media Inc. 
 
Mrs. Jones brings nearly 15 years of local broadcast management, sales and marketing experience to her 
new role at Nexstar.  Since 2019, she has served as Director of Sales for Nexstar’s WTEN-TV (ABC) and for 
Mission Broadcasting’s WXXA-TV (FOX), in Albany, New York (DMA #59), overseeing long-term sales and 
marketing strategy, day-to-day sales operations and client relationships.  Mrs. Jones began her career in 
local broadcasting at WTEN-TV in 2008 as an assistant assignment editor, moving into sales the following 
year, and rising through the ranks to lead all broadcast and digital sales efforts for WTEN-TV and WXXA-
TV. 
 
During her tenure, Mrs. Jones and her team consistently demonstrated the ability to grow annual sales 
revenue for both television stations through a variety of unique, innovative, cross-platform solutions for 
advertisers.  She has a proven record of success, driving significant increases in local, national and digital 
sales over the last eleven years, while generating significant local market share growth from 2011 to 2019.  
Under Mrs. Jones’ leadership, WTEN-TV and WXXA-TV have expanded their local and regional client 
relationships and grown new direct advertising business by more than 300 percent since 2017. 
 
Mrs. Jones also spearheaded the creation and development of several important community sponsorships 
during her time at WTEN-TV and WXXA-TV, including the annual Fall “Coats for Kids” campaign and the 
“News10 Backpack Giveaway,” which distributes more than 1,500 backpacks filled with school supplies 
each school year.  Mrs. Jones also played a key role in deepening the existing exclusive partnership 
between WTEN-TV, the New York Racing Association, and Saratoga Race Course, raising awareness for 
one of the region’s most important commercial enterprises and resulting in substantial broadcast and 
digital advertising revenue.      
 

  



“Melissa’s success and commitment make her the ideal choice to lead our media businesses in Dayton,” 
said Mr. Davis.  “She is an innovative and experienced executive who understands how to connect with 
local viewers and advertisers and build community relationships.  Importantly, Melissa is an engaged 
leader who enjoys and is adept at collaborating with all departments in achieving strategic goals.  This has 
led to her superb tenure in Albany and I look forward to continued successes under Melissa’s leadership  
with our terrific team in Dayton.” 
 
Commenting on her promotion, Mrs. Jones said, “I am honored to be assuming this new role in Dayton, 
and extremely grateful to Nexstar for giving me this opportunity. I appreciate the legacy of service 
established by WDTN-TV and Vaughn Media’s WBDT, and the important role they play in the community.  
The strength of WDTN-TV, Dayton’s CW, and their digital and social media channels, combined with 
Nexstar’s commitment to hyper-local content and the unique and customized advertising and marketing 
solutions we can offer, give us a distinct advantage in meeting the needs of the area’s viewers and 
advertisers. I look forward to working with our dedicated team in Dayton and quickly connecting with the 
Dayton regional community.” 
 
Mrs. Jones is a member of The Alliance for Women in Media and serves on the Futures Committee of the 
New York State Broadcasters Association, which actively seeks to bring new and emerging talent into the 
broadcasting industry.  Mrs. Jones earned her Bachelor’s degree in TV, Radio and Film Communications 
from Marist College, where she also minored in Business Administration.  She and her husband, Jonathan, 
have been married for eight years and have two children; they will be relocating to Dayton immediately. 
   

### 
 
About Nexstar Media Group, Inc.  
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: NXST) is a leading diversified media company that produces and 
distributes engaging local and national news, sports and entertainment content, including 283,000 hours 
of original video content each year. Nexstar owns America’s largest local broadcasting group comprised 
of top network affiliates, with 200 owned or partner stations in 116 U.S. markets reaching 212 million 
people. Nexstar’s television assets also include NewsNation, America’s fastest-growing national news and 
entertainment cable network reaching 75 million television homes, popular entertainment multicast 
networks Antenna TV and Rewind TV, and a 31.3% ownership stake in TV Food Network. The Company’s 
portfolio of digital assets, including The Hill and BestReviews, are collectively a Top 10 U.S. digital news 
and information property. In addition to delivering exceptional content and service to our communities, 
Nexstar provides premium multiplatform advertising opportunities at scale for businesses and brands 
seeking to leverage the strong consumer engagement of our compelling content offering. For more 
information, please visit www.nexstar.tv. 
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