
 
 

NEXSTAR MEDIA PROMOTES MIKE SPRUILL TO VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL 
MANAGER OF ITS BROADCAST AND DIGITAL OPERATIONS  

IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE  
 

Media Executive with More Than 30 Years of Broadcasting Experience Will Lead  
 WKRN-TV, wkrn.com, and Their Related Social Media Channels 

 
NASHVILLE, TN and IRVING, Texas (December 13, 2023) – Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: NXST) 
today announced that it has promoted Mike Spruill to Vice President and General Manager of its 
broadcast and digital operations in Nashville, Tennessee (DMA #26), overseeing WKRN-TV (ABC), 
wkrn.com, and their related social media channels. Mr. Spruill will assume his new responsibilities 
immediately and continue reporting to Mike Vaughn, Senior Vice President and Regional Manager for 
Nexstar. 
 
Mr. Spruill brings more than 30 years of experience in broadcast television marketing and sales to his new 
role, serving most recently as Vice President and General Manager for Nexstar-owned KRBK-TV (FOX), 
KOZL-TV (MyNet), and Ozarksfirst.com in Springfield, Missouri (DMA #73).  Mr. Spruill’s promotion marks 
a return to a television station and city that he knows extremely well; he previously served as WKRN’s 
General Sales Manager from 2015 to early-2020, overseeing all sales operations. Over the course of his 
career, Mr. Spruill has demonstrated the ability to grow revenue and profitability by identifying new 
streams of revenue, cultivating new business, and developing a variety of innovative cross-platform 
solutions for advertisers and marketers.  
 
During his leadership of KRBK-TV and KOZL-TV, Mr. Spruill and his team expanded evening news on KRBK-
TV by five hours per week, and launched several new local sports and lifestyle programs including “1st and 
10” on Friday nights, highlighting the area’s high school football teams, and “FOX AM,” a two-hour 
morning show focusing on culture, fashion, area businesses and restaurants, and the arts.  He was 
instrumental in developing a four-state partnership for the broadcasts of Missouri State football and 
basketball, and securing the rights to Kansas City Chiefs preseason football games for KOZL-TV.  Mr. Spruill 
has always recognized the importance of forging meaningful community partnerships and led the stations’ 
efforts to deep relationships with The Boys and Girls Clubs of Springfield and Branson, Missouri, and the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes of Southwest Missouri.   
 
He had similar success during his previous tenure in Nashville, where Mr. Spruill and his sales team 
consistently grew broadcasting and digital revenue at WKRN-TV and wkrn.com. He also oversaw the 
redesign of wkrn.com’s digital sales processes, resulting in a five-fold increase in the station’s digital 
revenue from 2015 to 2019. Mr. Spruill was also instrumental in developing an important local partnership 
between WKRN-TV and the NFL’s Tennessee Titans, building a regional network of television stations that 
carried the Titans’ pre-season games in nine markets across five states.   
 

https://www.wkrn.com/
https://www.ozarksfirst.com/
https://www.wkrn.com/


Prior to joining Nexstar, Mr. Spruill held a series of local sales and management positions of increasing 
responsibility in both medium- and large-sized markets across the country, including Houston (DMA #8), 
Orlando (DMA #17), and Kansas City (DMA #34). Throughout his career, he has worked to establish and 
execute successful, exclusive client and community partnerships, while delivering increased sales revenue 
and market share growth.  
 
“Mike is the ideal executive to lead Nexstar’s broadcast and digital operations in Nashville,” said Mr. 
Vaughn.  “He has had a great run in Springfield and is a highly qualified broadcasting professional who has 
generated strong results everywhere he has worked for more than three decades. Most important, he 
knows the Nashville market and what resonates with its viewers and advertisers. His expertise in creating, 
developing and executing exceptional local multi-platform solutions for advertising and marketing clients, 
as well as driving new business opportunities and forging important community partnerships, has resulted 
in deep client relationships and a strong commitment to viewers. I am looking forward to working with 
him in his new role.” 
      
Commenting on his new role, Mr. Spruill said, “I am extremely grateful to Nexstar for giving me this 
opportunity to return to Nashville and work alongside the talented and experienced staff at WKRN-TV and 
wkrn.com—both of which have a rich legacy of serving the community. Nexstar’s commitment to local 
content both on-air and on-line, coupled with the unique and customized advertising and marketing 
solutions we offer creates a distinct advantage for our viewers and advertisers. I am excited by what lies 
ahead and can’t wait to get to work.”   
 
Mr. Spruill is a veteran of the Unites States Navy, where he served as an Aviation Electronics Technician, 
Third Class. While in Springfield, he was Chairman of the Board of the American Cancer Society of 
Southwest Missouri, and a member of the Board of Directors for the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. In 
Nashville, he was very active in local civic and community initiatives, working with the Tennessee Titans 
Foundation, ALS Association of Tennessee, Red Cross, Nashville Rescue Mission and Second Harvest Food 
Bank in Nashville, TN.    
 
Mr. Spruill graduated from the State University of New York at Albany with a degree in liberal arts. He and 
his wife Cassie, who is a cardiology nurse practitioner, have six children and four grandchildren. They will 
be immediately relocating to the Nashville area.  

 
### 

 
About Nexstar Media Group, Inc. 
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: NXST) is a leading diversified media company that produces and 
distributes engaging local and national news, sports and entertainment content across its television and 
digital platforms, including more than 300,000 hours of programming produced annually by its business 
units. Nexstar owns America’s largest local broadcasting group comprised of top network affiliates, with 
200 owned or partner stations in 116 U.S. markets reaching 212 million people. Nexstar’s national 
television properties include The CW, America’s fifth major broadcast network, NewsNation, America’s 
fastest-growing national cable news network, popular entertainment multicast networks Antenna TV and 
Rewind TV, and a 31.3% ownership stake in TV Food Network. The Company’s portfolio of digital assets, 
including its local TV station websites, The Hill and NewsNationNow.com, are collectively a Top 10 U.S. 
digital news and information property. For more information, please visit nexstar.tv. 
 
 
 

https://www.wkrn.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/
https://www.cwtv.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/
https://thehill.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/


Media Contact: 
Gary Weitman 
EVP & Chief Communication Officer 
972/373-8800 
gweitman@nexstar.tv 
 
Investor Contact: 
Joe Jaffoni or Jennifer Neuman 
JCIR 
212/835-8500 or nxst@jcir.com 
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